
DEPARTMENT OF HUMAN RESOURCES

EMPLOYMENT SECURITY ADMINISTRATION

I IOO NORTH EUTAW STREET
BALTIMORE. MARYLAND 212OI

383 - 5032
_ DECISION -

STATE OF MARYLAND

HARRY HUGHES
Governor

KALMAN R. HETTLEMAN
S ecretary

CLAIMANT: Klara Berkovich

EMPLOYER:

ISSUE:

BOARD OF APPEALS

JOHN J. KENT
Charrman

HENRY G. SPECTOR
HAZEL A. WABNICK

Associate Members

Whether the Claimant
meaning of Section 20

estabfished a val1d
(q) of the Law.

1115-BH-81

Dec. 7 ,

r-93 93

19 81

45

CLAIMANT

benefit year within the

DECISION NO.:

DATE:

APPEALNO.:

S, S. NO.:

L. O NO,:

APPELLANT:

NOTICE OF RIGHT OF APPEAL TO COURT

YOU MAY FILE AN APPEAL FROM THIS DECISION IN ACCORDANCE WITH THE LAWS OF MARYLAND. THE APPEAL MAY BE TAKEN IN PERSON
OR THROUGH AN ATTORNEY tN THE SUPERIOR COURT OF BALTIMORE C]TY, OR THE CIRCUIT COURT OF THE COUNTY IN MARYLAND IN
WHICH YOU RESIDE.

THE PERIOD FOR FILING AN APPEAL EXPIRES AT MIDNIGHT January 6, 7982

- APPEARANCES .
FOR THE CLAIMANT: FOR THE EMPLOYER:

- Claimant
- fnterpreter

EMPLOYMENT SECURITY ADMIN]STRATION
Mr. John ze1@

EVIDENCE CONSTDERED

The Board of Appeals has considered aIl of the evidence pre_sented, incl-uding the test_imony- of f ered at the hearings. TheBoard has also considered al-1 of the d.ocumentary evidende intio-duced into this case, os werr as Employment Security Adminl-stration's documents in the appeal file.

Kl-ara Berkovich
Ilya Elashvili



-2- Appeal No. 193 93

FINDINGS OF FACT

The Claj.mant filed a claim for benefits with the Emplolrment
Security Adminlstration on ,Iu1y 2, 1981.

When the Cfaimant arrived in the office, she was told by the
person taking her cl-aim that. she could choose between establish-
ing a benefit year that day (effective June 28, 19Bl) or estab-lishing a benefit year in the next week (estabfishing a beneflEyear effective .Iu1y 5, 1981). It was explained to the Cfaimant
that, because of the recent legislative increase in the maximumweekly benefit amounE, she could possibly be enEitled to ahigher benefit if she waited until the next week and. filed a
cfaim effective Jufy 5, 1981.

The Cfaimant, knowing that her decision woufd make her benefityear effective June 28, 1981 and that a possibly lower weeklybenefit amount would result, chose to file a claim that day. ThEClaimant considered the possible benefit of a higher claim
amount for a cfaim filed the next. week, but she considered thatthe benefit to be gained might be offset by Ehe benefit shewould have of being abl-e to fife the cfaim one week earlier-
The claimanE understood the difference between the two possibfebenefit years as the difference between g120.00 and g146.00. Inreality, the cLaimant's benefit amount for her cfaim effectiveJune 28, 1981 was $52-00. The record does not disclose what herbenefit amount wourd be for a year with that first claimef f ective July 5, 1981.

The claimant received her first. check in the amount of g62.00.
she assumed that the amount of $62.00 was due to her claim onlybeing effective for a partiaf week on the weet< leginnirrg ,trrr.28, 1981. The cl-aimant rater received her monetary determination
.qhowing her _weekly benefit amount as $G2.OO. When she recelvedher second check in the amount of g62.oo, she visiEed the rocar-office and 

. 
attempted t.o have her benefit year changed to theweek beginning July 5, 1981. The craimant made thi: visit onapproximately J'rly 2i-, r9Bl, after having received trro checks inthe amount of 962.00.

CONCLUSIONS OF LAW

under section 3 (b)2 o.f the Maryrand unempr,oyment rnsurance Law,the schedule of benefits which is in effect on the first day ofan individual's benefit year sha]1 be the schedure of benefitswhich shafl apply to that lndividual throughout his benefityear. The term .'benef it year" is defined in se;tion zO(q) -of tfreLaw as the one-year period beginning wiLh the firsc da| of thefirst week with respect to which tlhe individual first' tirea aclaim for benefits.

Applying the la!/ to this case, it is cfear that the Cfaj-mant,sbenefit. year effective ,fune 29, 1981, and the resulting weeicfybenefit amount of g62.oo, is fixed for the duration of herbenefit year.


